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It was an honour to be asked to judge this year’s KSP Speculative Fiction Awards. I 
enjoyed reading all the entries and am really excited to see so many writers both 
entering this competition and working on their craft. I encourage everyone, whether 
they are mentioned in this report or not, to continue to write, to enter competitions, 
to look for feedback, and to submit their work for consideration in publications.  
 
Overall, my decisions were based on stories that captivated me, that worked to tell a 
cohesive story and that felt in some way original and new. Good writing relies on the 
writer to not just improve their craft but to read widely so as to be well informed 
about the genre and where their work places within it. 
 
 
Mundaring National Youth Section (10 to 20 years) 
 
This was a difficult category to judge and therefore, a really uplifting exercise to read 
the set of entries. I was blown away by the talent and skill level presented, across 
such a vast age range.  
 
Encouragement Awards (for under 14s) 
 
The stories eligible for this category are outstanding, considering the age of the 
authors. I remain very impressed by the choices I had to judge. 
 
Under 14s Runners-Up 

 ‘Back Too Far’ by Christian Bria, SA 

 ‘The Nuclear Man’ by Orlanda Bourgalt, WA 
 
Winner 
‘Coal’s Potion’ by Zoe Maes, VIC is about a talking cat that takes revenge and who 
doesn’t love a vengeful talking cat? I loved this story both for the humour and also 
for the familiarity with the fantasy genre. I encourage Zoe to keep writing as I look 
forward to seeing her work again.  
 
Youth Section Commended (five) 

 ‘Project Purification’ by Megan Vermeulen, QLD 

 ‘Virid’ by Claire Chua, WA 

 ‘Safe’ by Maria Valmadrid, WA 

 ‘Man Versus Machine’ by Louisa Lok, WA 

 ‘Moonlight Escape’ by Eleanor Gibbons, WA 
 



 
Second Place:  
 
‘The Usurper’ by Jacqueline Brown is a delightfully cynical take on politics with a very 
nasty, yet amusing ending.  
 
First Place:  
 
In ‘Silence’ by Radheya Jegatheva our protagonist is alone floating in space. Silence is 
both evocative and moody and manages to balance both the majestic beauty and 
suffocating loneliness of being stranded in space. The mood of this piece has stuck 
with me long after I read it, which is for me the sign of a good piece of writing.  
 

 
Open Awards 

 
Commended (five) 

1. ‘Greysin’s March’ by Pamela Jeffs, QLD 
2. ‘A Heavenly Mismatch’ by David Vernon, ACT 
3. ‘Ringing’ by Norman Cowper, WA 
4. ‘Into the Closet’ by Kate O’Connor, NSW 
5. ‘The Cure’ by Helen Doran-Wu, WA 
 
Second Place: ‘The House Without Walls’ by Dimuthu Alankarage, VIC is evocative, 
curious and enigmatic. A boy sits waiting in a house without walls on the beach – is 
he just a story or is he real? Another very moody piece that stayed with me long 
after I read it.  
 
First Place: ‘The Collection Agency’ by Rebecca Lehman, SA is a story I would buy if I 
were reading for an anthology or a magazine. It’s funny, colourfully descriptive 
without info-dump. We are plunged into a future where rich clients can buy 
experiences from the collection agency. Our protagonist works in extreme 
experiences – that is, takes assignments for extreme adventures in order for his 
memories to be collected and sold. Just how extreme the adventure? Well you’ll 
have to read this story to found out how far he’s willing to go. 
 
 
I’d like to wish all the entrants the very best of luck in their future writing.  
 


