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Introduction 
American writer Alexander Chee said: You can have talent, but if you cannot endure, if you cannot 

learn to work, if you cannot take the criticism of strangers, or the uncertainty, then you will not be-

come a writer. 

As the judge of the 2019 KSP Short Fiction Award, I was struck by how everyone who entered a 

story in this competition demonstrated the qualities Chee described.  

Often writing feels difficult, frustrating. We must overcome self-doubt, procrastination. This takes 

commitment, and sometimes a leap of faith. Beginning a story can be hard, but it is only the first 

hurdle. Real writing requires that we finish what we have started and this takes tenacity. Even 

when we come to the end of a story, we are not yet finished. We must return to it, again and 

again, seeking the combination of words which will make it more powerful, more resonant, more 

profound. This takes time and it is not always easy to find or make time for writing. Sometimes it 

requires the sacrifice of other pursuits. Those of you who have made that choice know that the 

satisfaction of making a story the best it can be is a reward in itself. I think this is what Chee means 

when he talks of endurance, of learning to work. 

Everyone who entered a story in this competition had the courage to send something they had 

written out into the world, to undergo the criticism of strangers that Chee described. And every-

one who entered was willing to accept the uncertainty of not knowing whether their story would 

be chosen as a winner.  

I remember the first time one of my short stories was commended in a short story competition, 

now almost 20 years ago. It gave me so much validation as an early career writer and I think com-

petitions such as this one are an important of the Australian literary landscape and bringing atten-

tion and opportunities to emerging writers.  

Summary 

The stories submitted in this year’s competition represented a wide range of genres; from memoir 

and historical fiction to alternative history; from realism to speculative and supernatural fiction.  

There were pieces set in small country towns and big cities and suburbs, as well as in imaginary 

worlds. A vast majority of the stories were set in Australia which was encouraging to see, and 

demonstrates that we’re moving away from the cultural cringe of writing about our own backyard. 

Albert Camus said the purpose of a writer is to keep civilization from destroying itself, and it was 

heartening to see some writers willing to take the risk of exploring some of the most pressing is-

sues of our time: climate change, domestic violence, war and displacement, and childhood sexual 

abuse. 
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Awards 

The stories that have been commended and selected for awards demonstrate an understanding 

that how the story is told is just as important as what we are told. Attention to structure and narra-

tive point of view, character development and pacing can elevate a simple story into something 

profound and deeply engaging.   

YOUTH AWARDS 
I’m pleased to say the girls kicked butt in this category! As you know, the judging is blind, so there 

is no way I can know the gender of the author when I’m reading. But at a time when—as revealed 

by initiatives like the Stella count—literature by women is still underrepresented in reviewing and 

awards, it is heartening to see young women expressing themselves in words, putting their work 

forward with confidence, and doing a great job of it too.   

Youth  

Encouragement 

Award

Away 

Natalie Barr

This story, written by a girl of only 12 years old, demonstrates 

astonishing maturity of perception, empathy and how to use 

language to move people, and engages with the issue of the 

refugee crisis which is one of the most pressing crises of our 

times.  

Special Mention

Why We Need 

More Feminine 

Rights  

Charlotte 

McLean

There is no second place in the youth encouragement award 

but I did want to recognise this piece of writing. It is a piece 

of non-fiction, so in fact, not actually eligible for an award 

anyway - a cautionary tale - read the guidelines carefully! - 

but it was such en impassioned well-informed piece of writ-

ing, written by one so young. We need passionate young 

women like this, we need to hear their voices. And so I want-

ed to say: keep up the great work. 

Commended
Without Words   

Jasmin Pradhan 

Grounded in the senses of sound and touch, this story en-

gages with the idea of being different, and that wonderful 

moment where you find someone who understands you

Commended The Sympathetic 

Nazi  

Luca Dondina

it was refreshing to see a young writer playing with form - this 

an epistolary story - that is, written in the form of letters, like 

many classic literary works, as far back as Dracula, and again 

shows a level of empathy and insight that is unusual in a 

writer as young as 13. 
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OPEN CATEGORY 
I must admit I agonised for a long time over how to place the shortlisted stories in this category, 

which is a nice problem to have. I changed my mind about the winning story a number of times 

which demonstrates that all the shortlisted stories offered something special, in different ways. In 

the process of finally deciding on the winners I read each story several times, and in the end the 

winning stories were the ones that grew on me, that revealed a little extra with each new reading. 

Commended

The 11:06 to 

Saharn 

Elena Canty

A work of speculative fiction, Great world-building, the cen-

tral character’s story goal established straight up, a pull on 

the heart strings, and the horrors of war - a lot is explored in a 

tiny space of words. 

Trespasser – 

Elena Canty

This short, punchy story sensitively explores homelessness, 

and the connection between desperation and violence.  

Highly  

Commended

Become Your 

Fears – Ruby 

Marie Addessa 

Lwin

A beautifully written, gripping, unusual piece of writing which 

demonstrates an excellent understanding of how the inner 

world of a character’s thoughts can be used to create tension. 

2nd Place

Seyfo  

Chloe Daniel

A brutal, intense story which shows a keen insight into why 

people fell their homes to seek asylum elsewhere, and all 

they lose and endure in the process.

1st place

Reverse 

Elena Canty

As a writer of speculative fiction myself, I was excited to see a 

young writer exploring this genre, as well as by the imagina-

tion displayed in this story, and its engagement with idea of 

privacy, intellectual property, state control, and the impacts of 

technology. Elena is definitely a writer to watch!

Commended
Laid Bare –  

Jodie Kewley

A thoughtful and perceptive exploration of the impact of 

childhood trauma, and the risks of vulnerability, especially 

within romantic relationships. 

Commended
Fourteen Candles – 

John Margetts

This visceral story engages with climate change by 

putting a dark spin on the Australian pastoral tradition, 

with a thought-provoking twist. 

Page  of 3 4



Conclusion 
It’s important to remember that prizes aren’t everything. It is just one person’s point of view. 

Judges are human. If you achieved what you set out to do, if you told the story you wanted to tell, 

if you wrote to the best of your ability, or stretched yourself, or tried something you had never 

tried before, your story is already a success, whether or not it won an award.  

As a writer, the road to success is paved with rejection. If you weren’t successful here today, don’t 

give up. You will write other stories, there will be other competitions. Keep writing. Endure. Do 

the work. Make peace with criticism and uncertainty. Good luck.

Commended
Negative Space – 

Dorothy Simmons

Within its deceptively meandering pace, this story covers 

a lot of territory - the role of art in our lives, the centrality 

of certain friendships in our formative years, attraction, 

and the inevitable loss that comes with ageing.  

Highly  

Commended

Kisses for Ross – 

Kathy Prokhovnik

This story of a young mother’s reunion with neighbours 

she had been close to in childhood conceals a disturbing 

secret at its heart. 

Highly  

Commended

Bound –  

Dorothea Pfaff

A very polished, tightly-constructed story about narcis-

sism and the toxic dynamics that can form in close rela-

tionships, with a clever little twist.  

2nd place
Deviation -  

Nicole Hodgson

A subtle, restrained story of the fault lines in marriage set 

against the backdrop of the problems caused by climate 

change. 

1st place

Up & Away to 

Nowhere -  

Kathy Sharpe

An examination of the ways in which travel, at its best, 

can truly open us up to new ways of seeing the world as 

well as ourselves and those close to us - this story really 

crept up on me and had some exquisite writing! 
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