Judges Report – Carolyn Wren
‘Monsters don’t sleep under your bed, they sleep inside your head.’  The origin of that quote has been attributed to a few people but no one really seems to know for sure who first said it…I like that unknown aspect as it adds an air of mystery, and perfectly describes the reason we’re all here tonight.  

Fear can thrill us.  It can make innocent shadows dance like monsters on our wall.  It can turn the softest sound into a spooky threat filled moan.

Fear can be quirky, poignant, terrifying, and even happy…sometimes, depending on the author.  

Which brings us back to why we’re all here tonight, to celebrate authors.


Welcome everyone to another fun year of Spooky Stories to lift the hairs on the back of our necks and send shivers along our spine.

In 2022, two hundred and fifty six contest entries were posted to the Submittable website.  This was a wonderful result, and proves once again that the KSP Spooky Story Competition is incredibly popular.  Our avid readers love diving headfirst into spookiness, and thankfully, all our talented authors love writing about it.  

I’d like to send a thank you to the Round One judging team at KSP, who had the challenging job of producing a longlist for me to judge.  As much as I love to read each and every story, that was a lot of entries.

This year’s longlist consisted of 54 stories, a new record.  That was as far as we could whittle down the original entries…that’s how good the quality of the stories were, so a huge congratulations must go to all the entrants.
And now a little about the competition itself…

I participate in a lot of contest judging, and blind judged contests are my favourite.  There’s no outside influence.  No cover art, no publisher logo, no author name.  The story must stand on its own merits.  The entries in the KSP Spooky Story competition come to me through the Submittable website with only a code number and a category (Adult, Youth WA and Youth Interstate) To add an extra layer of anonymity, I ask that no one post their intention to enter the contest to any of my social media, or tell me personally. 

I always have a great time judging this competition, and I thank KSP for giving me the opportunity.  

The short story genre is the hardest one to master, especially when given a specific themed subject.  1200 words, or 500 words for the junior category, is a tiny number of words in which to create an entire balanced story.  One that has a clear beginning, middle and end.  One which captures the essence of the theme, and gives the reader well developed characters they can picture in their mind.

This year the theme was Best Friends. The story needed to incorporate some form of the paranormal, real, or imagined, and of course, it needed to be spooky. 

Submissions could involve paranormal or supernatural themes, including magic, ghosts, spirits or altered states of realism. As judge, I took into consideration the grammar and punctuation of each entrant, but it also came down to the ‘feel’ of the story.  A story isn’t just about each comma and full stop.  It needs character and creativity.  
This year’s entries ran the full range of emotions from quirky to poignant to downright terrifying.  And believe me, it made my judging duties very difficult! 
Anyone who writes a story is an author, and any author knows that sending your story out into the world to be judged is one of the scariest things you can possibly do.  I’d like to applaud each and every one of our authors. The winners, the finalists, the longlisted and shortlisted included in the print anthology, the other entrants and all of those who thought about entering this year’s contest, but didn’t.  I hope you’ll build up your own courage by next year. 

In conclusion, you should all be very proud of your achievements and always remember, ‘its as much fun TO scare as to BE scared’, and yes, I did steal that quote from the true master of spookiness, Vincent Price.

Carolyn Wren

Multi-Award Winning Author

Tales of Romance and Suspense

www.carolynwren.com
Judge Comments for finalists/winners
Youth Interstate

Comm – My John by Molly Hoogland

My John features a practical no-nonsense character, a relatable character, with an interesting secret at home.  This story is well written and creeps up on you with an increasing sense of dread as John’s story comes to life.  A creepy, mature story, well done, Molly. 
Comm – Room 21 by Essie Li

We had a lot of emotional stories in the contest this year, and Room 21 is a good example.  It proves that it is possible to build fear, sadness and happiness into 500 words and leave the reader with a true sense of satisfaction.  Well done, Essie.
3rd – Katy by Aditya Paul

This story impressed me because it is so short, only 335 words.  The maturity of the writing is wonderful for such a young author.  With a flowing style we’re drawn into a world of friendship and fear.  I really enjoyed this story, well done, Aditya.
2nd – Til Death Do Us Part by R. Abbott

Cheese Sticks and friendships are a running theme through this story.  And I’m not sure if I can look at a cheese stick in the same way again.  Creepy and imaginative, the tension builds as the story unfolds and rewards the readers with a suitably spooky final line.  Well done R. Abbot.
1st – Bahayu by E. J. Sullivan

This years Youth Interstate winning story made me sit back in my seat after reading it.  Because I needed to take a moment, to breathe and relax.  It truly is spooky in the most wonderful way.  And it was one of the stories that kept me awake thinking about each line and whispered word.  This is an excellent story.  If this is just a sample of your talent, E.J, I hope you keep writing, because the world needs more of your stories.  Well done.  
Youth WA
Shire of Mundaring Prize for Local Writers – Sacrifice by Jerilyn Chan

Sacrifice throws the reader into the action from the very first line.  From there it runs us through a whirlwind of emotions from fear to loss and empathy.  This is a complete, very well written story with an emotional ending.  Well done, Jerilyn.
Comm - The Spooky Sleepover by Thamas Sheridan
Spooky Sleepover is a classic type of spooky, where imagination and dancing shadows create fear and dread even when tucked up safe in bed.  The best friend theme comes across very clearly in this story, and I loved the happy ending.  Well done, Thamas. 

3rd - Best Friends Forever by Kalopsia
There is a beautiful lyrical rhythm to this story.  The words flow almost like water, drawing the reader in.  Friendship is a double-edged sword here, something to be treasured and feared.  It’s a great story, very well told, well done, Kalopsia.
2nd - Bobs Watch by Thamas Sheridan
Bobs Watch gives us all the hallmarks of a traditional spooky story.  Dark creepy buildings, slamming doors, and spider webs.  An action-based tale of friendship and suspense, it rewards the reader at the end with one final twist.  Well done, Thamas.  
1st - Right There by Lara Simpson 
This years winning Youth WA story pulls the reader into an emotional storm.  The complexity and maturity of the writing impressed me a great deal.  With a mixture of third person narration and first person dialogue, the reader is caught between bittersweet memories and real life events happening simultaneously.  I loved this story, and want to thank you, Lara for writing it.  Well done and congratulations.  
Adult

3rd Place – Freedom by Valerie Latimour
This story takes the best friend theme in an interesting direction, because the friend is a vague distant memory, a feeling as much as a recollection.  This mystery carries the reader on a journey through an abandoned house as more memories surface, and it reminds us that sometimes a best friend is not the best person to have in your life.  Well done, Valerie, and congratulations.  
2nd Place – Alice by Fionna Cosgrove
If you looked only at the synopsis of our second-place finalist this year- a cute little girl playing with her dolls while chatting to her babysitter - you’d think it was sweet, cute, a nice little story.  But if you give that same synopsis to a spooky story writer, the tale ends up as none of those things! This story is creepy, excellently written, and compelling.  Well done, Fionna, and congratulations.
1st Place – Jimmy and me by D. D. Line
256 entries. 54 finalists.  How did I choose a winner out of all those wonderful stories?  Trust me, it was not easy.  In the end it came down to the theme.  And I asked myself, what is a Best Friend?  Someone you can rely on.  Someone who will protect and defend you.  Someone who knows your secrets.  And one story in particular kept coming back to me.  A story that exemplified these elements of the theme.  It felt as if the author had really thought about the best friend definition and had crafted a complex, compelling and thought-provoking story around it.  With its mixture of past memories and past regrets, it drew me in from the first to the last word. Well done to D. D. Line on your winning entry and congratulations.  I loved your story.  
